168                       NUMISMATIC  CHKONICLE.

and as lie would doubtless lose no time in exercising
Ms rights, his earliest dies would probably have been
prepared before it had been superseded.

THE MINT-MAKES OF THE SUN AND THE CKOWN.

When in 1465 the issue of ryals was decided on
together with the great general re-coinage of the money
then in circulation, the rose still retained the field as the
exclusive mint-mark, but it must have been for a short
time only, as very few ryals are found with it, and with
the exception of groats of the London Mint, all coins
either of London or the provincial mints with the rose
alone are rare. At the time of the important changes
and events of 1465 in connexion with the coinage,
Edward was at last firmly seated on the throne with no
rival to fear. Henry VI, feeble in mind, was safely
imprisoned in the Tower, The hopes of the Lancastrians
appeared to be completely extinguished, and the time
seemed appropriate for bringing the personality of the
king more prominently before the people through the
means afforded by the new coinage. Accordingly we
now find his personal badge or cognizance of the sun,
which he assumed after the battle of Mortimer's Cross,
introduced upon all the coins as the chief or only mint-
mark for both the London and provincial mints. At
first, however, although it replaced the rose in the chief
position on the obverse of the silver coins, the latter was
retained on the reverse, or in some secondary position.
This arrangement may have resulted from a desire to
show that the king reigned not only by hereditary right,
but also by that of conquest, and by emphasizing this
to afford those who still felt their allegiance due to the